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21-13-2. Definitions. 

As used in the Community College Act r21-13-l NMSA 1978]: 

A. "community college" means a public educational institution that provides not to exceed two 
years of training in the arts, sciences and humanities beyond the twelfth grade of the public high 
school curriculum or, in lieu of that training or in addition to it, not to exceed two years of a 
vocational and technical curriculum and appropriate courses of study for persons who may or 
may not have completed the twelfth grade of public high school; 

B. "community college district" means a district in which a community college is located, 
which district is composed of the territory of one or more school districts of the state. For the 
purposes of relating community college districts to existing law, community college districts and 
the community colleges thereof shall not: 

(1) be considered a part of the uniform system of free public schools pursuant to Article 12, 
Section 1 and Article 21. Section 4 of the constitution of New Mexico; 

(2) benefit from the permanent school fund and from the current school fund under Article 
12, Sections 2 and 4 of the constitution of New Mexico; 

(3) be subject, except as it relates to technical and vocational education, to the control, 
management and direction of the state board of education under Article 12, Section 6 of the 
constitution of New Mexico; and 

(4) be considered school districts insofar as the restrictions of Article 9, Section 11 of the 
constitution of New Mexico are concerned; and 

C. "qualified elector" means a person otherwise eligible to vote within the community college 
district. 


History: 1953 Comp., § 73-33-2, enacted by Laws 1963, ch. 17, § 2; 1964 (1st S.S.), ch. 16, § 
1; 1980, ch. 53, § 1; 1985, ch. 238, § 2; 1998, ch. 61, § 3. 
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21-4-1. Management and control of northern New Mexico college. 

The management and control of the northern New Mexico state school at El Rito , also known as 
northern New Mexico college, and the appointment, qualification, powers and duties of its board of 
regents shall be the same as provided in Article ]_2, Section 1_3 of the constitution of New Mexico for the 

other state educational institutions mentioned in Article 12, Section JJ_ of the constitution of New 
Mexico. 


History: Laws 1909, ch. 97, § 2; Code 1915, § 4986; C.S. 1929, § 120-1918; 1941 Comp., § 55-2132; 
1953 Comp., § 73-22-32; Laws 1955, ch. 115, § 1; 2005, ch. 304, § 1; 2005, ch. 308, § 1. 


http://public.nmcompcomm. 


us/NMPublic/gateway .dll/nmsal 978/stat/ch21 /9421 /9422?f=template... 12/7/2015 



21-1-35. Sales by boards, officers " r employees prohibited; parties to contr ts receiving commis... Page 1 of 1 

21-1-35. Sales by boards, officers or employees prohibited; parties to contracts receiving commission 
[department] or profit; penalty. 

No board of regents of a state educational institution, no member of a board and no school official or 
teacher, either directly or indirectly, shall sell to any state educational institution that he is connected 
with by reason of being a member of a board of regents of a state educational institution or to any school 
official or teacher, any school books, school furniture, equipment, apparatus or any other kind of school 
supplies, sell property insurance or life insurance to any employee of that state educational institution or 
do any work under contract, nor shall any such board or members thereof or school officers or teachers 
receive any commission [department] or profit on account thereof, and all such persons are prohibited 
from being parties directly or indirectly to any such contract or transaction; provided that the provisions 
of this section shall not apply to contracts entered into pursuant to the provisions of the University 
Research Park Act [21-28-1 NMSA 1978] or that comply with provisions of the Governmental Conduct 
Act [10-16-1 NMSA 1978] and the Procurement Code [13-1-28 NMSA 1978]. Any person violating the 
provisions of this section shall be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned not 
exceeding one year in the penitentiary of New Mexico or be fined and imprisoned as set forth in this 
section in the discretion of the court. 

History: Laws 1923, ch. 148, § 1415; 1927, ch. 139, § 5; C.S. 1929, § 120-1415; 1941 Comp., § 55- 
715; Laws 1943, ch. 119, § 1; 1953 Comp., § 73-8-15; Laws 1979, ch. 17, § 1; 1989, ch. 264, § 29; 

1999, ch. 148, §2. 
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N.M. Const. Art XII ^ ^ 

Sec. 13. [Board of regents for educational institutions.] 

A. The legislature shall provide for the control and management of each of the institutions, except the 
university of New Mexico, by a board of regents for each institution, consisting of five members, four of 
whom shall be qualified electors of the state of New Mexico, one of whom shall be a member of the 
student body of the institution and no more than three of whom at the time of their appointment shall be 
members of the same political party; provided, however, that the student body member provision in this 
subsection shall not apply to the New Mexico school for the deaf, the New Mexico military institute or 
the New Mexico school for the blind and visually impaired, and for each of those three institutions all 
five members of the board of regents shall be qualified electors of the state of New Mexico. 

B. The governor shall nominate and by and with the consent of the senate shall appoint the members of 
each board of regents for each of the institutions. The terms of nonstudent members shall be for 
staggered terms of six years, and the terms of student members shall be two years. 

C. The governor shall select, with the advice and consent of the senate, a student member from a list 
provided by the president of the institution. In making the list, the president of the institution shall give 
due consideration to the recommendations of the student body president of the institution. Following the 
approval by the voters of this 2014 amendment and upon the first vacancy of a position on the northern 
New Mexico state school board of regents, the governor shall nominate and by and with the consent of 
the senate shall appoint a student member to serve a two-year term. 

D. The legislature shall provide for the control and management of the university of New Mexico by a 
board of regents consisting of seven members, six of whom shall be qualified electors of the state of 
New Mexico, one of whom shall be a member of the student body of the university of New Mexico and 
no more than four of whom at the time of their appointment shall be members of the same political 
party. The governor shall nominate and by and with the consent of the senate shall appoint the members 
of the board of regents. The present five members shall serve out their present terms. The two 
additional members shall be appointed in 1987 for terms of six years. Following the approval by the 
voters of this amendment and upon the first vacancy of a position held by a nonstudent member on the 
university of New Mexico's board of regents, the governor shall nominate and by and with the consent 
of the senate shall appoint a student member to serve a two-year term. The governor shall select, with 
the advice and consent of the senate, a student member from a list provided by the president of the 
university of New Mexico. In making the list, the president of the university of New Mexico shall give 
due consideration to the recommendations of the student body president of the university. 

E. Members of the board shall not be removed except for incompetence, neglect of duty or malfeasance 
in office. Provided, however, no removal shall be made without notice of hearing and an opportunity to 
be heard having first been given such member. The supreme court of the state of New Mexico is hereby 
given exclusive original jurisdiction over proceedings to remove members of the board under such rules 
as it may promulgate, and its decision in connection with such matters shall be final. (As amended 
September 20, 1949, effective January 1, 1950, November 4, 1986, November 8, 1994 and November 4, 
2014.) 
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N.M. Const. Art XII 

Sec. 11. [State educational institutions.] 

The university of New Mexico, at Albuquerque; the New Mexico state university, near Las Cruces, 
formerly known as New Mexico college of agriculture and mechanic arts; the New Mexico highlands 
university, at Las Vegas, formerly known as New Mexico normal university; the western New Mexico 
university, at Silver City, formerly known as New Mexico western college and New Mexico normal 
school; the eastern New Mexico university, at Portales, formerly known as eastern New Mexico normal 
school; the New Mexico institute of mining and technology, at Socorro, formerly known as New Mexico 
school of mines; the New Mexico military institute, at Roswell, formerly known as New Mexico 
military institute; the New Mexico school for the blind and visually impaired, at Alamogordo, formerly 
known as New Mexico school for the visually handicapped; the New Mexico school for the deaf, at 
Santa Fe, formerly known as New Mexico asylum for the deaf and dumb; the northern New Mexico 
state school, at El Rito , formerly known as Spanish-American school; are hereby confirmed as state 
educational institutions. All lands, together with the natural products thereof and the money proceeds of 
any of the lands and products, held in trust for the institutions, respectively, under their former names, 
and all properties heretofore granted to, or owned by, or which may hereafter be granted or conveyed to, 
the institutions respectively, under their former names, shall, in like manner as heretofore, be held in 
trust for, or owned by or be considered granted to, the institutions individually under their names as 
hereinabove adopted and confirmed. The appropriations made and which may hereafter be made to the 
state by the United States for agriculture and mechanical colleges and experiment stations in connection 
therewith shall be paid to the New Mexico state university, formerly known as New Mexico college of 
agriculture and mechanic arts. (As repealed and reenacted November 8, 1960; as amended November 3, 
1964; November 2, 2004.) 
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